/ KEEP FAIR COMPANY

let her go; but I think she would have liked
me to kiss her, and since God knows I had
hurt her enough for one day, I sought to explain
my indifference as best I could.
" I have a wife, Lelia, with whom 1 am deeply
in love."
" Where is she, then ? "  said the girl.
" She is in my heart, Lelia/'
" Hers should be leaping," said she. With
a little sigh, she set her head in the air. " Will
you tell her I'm hard to please, but I liked her
man ? "
" I shall tell her you were very good to
him," said I.
Then she called to the dog, and we went on
our way.
As we went, I told her our story, but
mentioned no names. I had no desire to
dishonour the Prince in her, eyes. And of
course I said nothing of the Countess' marriage
to Grieg.
She listened greedily.
When I had done------
" You must wait awhile/* she said. ** You
cannot escape just now. This Grieg is full of
some dirty work for the Prince. They are
looking for someone, you know. They had
the troops out for three days. And until they
are caught, I think you had better lie dose,
or the net they have spread for another wffl
fall upon you. They say that the Grand
Duchess' husband is here in Riedit^Qbiii|^
the Grand Duchess Leonie. She is a <3arfiig,
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